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Our Next Gathering 

August 8th 
 

Jeanôs Feed Barn 
Hwy 36 

Cross Plains, Texas 
 

breakfast at 9 a.m. 

                     NOTICE  
Chapter O2 now has a new web-site      

address!  We can be found at: 

 

www.gwrra-tx-O2.com 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Officers and Staff 

 

Chapter Directors:  Bob and Toby Davis     325-698-6941     bobandtoby@aol.com 

Assistant Chapter Directors:  E.J. (Flip) and Sissy Flippin  325-784-5740  flip194117@yahoo.com 

Chapter Educators:  David and Mary Graham   325-625-5590    d.graham1@verizon.net 

Treasurer:  Norma Oliver          325-643-3995          blgnlo@verizon.net 

Web Masters:  Bob and Toby Davis          325-698-6941          bobandtoby@aol.com 

Couple of the Year for 2009:  Dave & Jean Simmons  325-382-4469   jensim@web-access.net 

Newsletter Editor:     Jean Simmons          325-382-4469          jensim@web-access.net 

Membership Coordinators:   Dave &  Jean Simmons   325-382-4469   jensim@web-access.net 

Chapter O2  Website:  www.gwrra-tx-O2.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Sissy Flippin 
                         (see article on page 2) 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

Region H 

Texas District 

Brownwood Chapter 02 

August 2009 
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Chapter O2ôs Own Celebrityéé 
Sissy Flippinôs picture was published in an 
English fashion magazine named ñPopò  
which is published in London (we also noted 
features on Cindy Crawford and Drew 
Barrymore in the same issue!).  Sissy tells 
the story of how this came aboutéé. 
 
Alice Hawkins, one of the editors of Pop 
Magazine, and her assistant came to the 
United States and were traveling thru Texas 
taking pictures of ordinary people.  They 
went to the Red Wagon (a restaurant that 
Sissy owned at the time) in Brownwood. 
They carried a wardrobe of clothing with 
them  for shooting.  Sissy said she would 
have loved to have owned the beautiful suit 
they dressed her in for the picture.  She 
thought they probably would not use her 
picture, but about two months later she 
received a copy of the magazine with a note 
from Alice thanking her for posing! 
 
Sissy said she was surprised. 

 
 
Happy                           
   August 
      Anniversaries 
 
     15th   Rick & Alyce Dietly 
     17th   Dave & Jean Simmons 
     17th   Derald & Sandra Burns 
     19th   Butch & Martha Hicks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
Arnold Barber & Bert Jordan at WingDing                            

                                                                                                   

At our July gatheringé.. 
we enjoyed breakfast at Hidalgoôs in 
Coleman July 11th.  We had been 
experiencing triple-digit temperatures for 
several days and the day promised more of 
the same.  So, some of us drove our 4-
wheelers and some braved the weather and 
rode their Wings.  Although the morning was 
hot, we all headed home before the 
temperature could rise to an unbearable 
riding situation. 
 
The mystery number from the July 
newsletter was not claimed.  Hopefully, we 
will be able to ñpay upò for August.  The 
Membership Appreciation Drawing was won 
by Alyce Dietly, and Sissy Flippin drew Flipôs 
nametag for $5 off his breakfast bill. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter O2 Award Winnersé.. 
at Wing Ding in Tulsa.  Jay Lackey won third 
place in the Open Class 1,000 cc and Above 
during the bike show competition.  Sissy 
Flippin received a plaque for being the 
Oldest Co-rider riding to the rally.  Thanks to 
the two of them, Texas Chapter O2 was 
recognized at Closing Ceremony. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom, Bernice, & Ken at cookout 
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Mark your calendaré.. 
for the following dates. More information on 
these events will be provided prior to the 
time of the (290836-01) event in our 
newsletter, on our web page, or by e-mails.  
We just want to give you a ñheads upò on 
some of the dates we have planned Chapter 
activities ocurring. 
 
August 
8                 Chapter O2ôs monthly gathering 
                    9 a.m.  Breakfast at Jeanôs 
                    Feed Barn located on Hwy 36 
                    in Cross Plains             
 
28 ï 30        Kansas District Rally 
                    Abilene, KS 
 
September 
12                Chapter O2ôs monthly gathering 
                    Location to be announced later 
 
October 
10                Chapter Yôs rally ï Fort Davis 
                    McClellan RV  Park 
 
17-18           Education Weekend 
                    Marshall, Texas 
 
23-24           Oklahoma District Rally 
                    Muskogee, OK 
 
 
2010 
 
January 
9                Mid-Winter Roundup and 
                  District Couple of the Year 
                  Selection ï Killeen, Texas 
 
May 
 
6-8              Texas District Rally 
                    Killeen, Texas 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Flip Flippin at after Wing Ding cookout 

Flip, Bob, Rick, & Dave at cookout 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toby Davis at cookout
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Just wanted to thank all who participated in 

Wing Ding this year in Tulsa.  Texas was well 

represented with the largest District pre-

registered with over 500.  The last minute alert 

about the "Not Texas T-Shirt" was a huge 

success - every one in attendance knew Texas 

was there.  We had people ask us how many 

members was in that chapter. The shirt was 

everywhere.    

 

Along with that I've heard that Texas has cleaned 

up by winning just about everything in the Bike 

Show and many of the competitions, Mascot ,etc 

Also, there wouldn't have been much of a Talent 

Show without Texas, extend our thanks to all 

who gave of their time and talents. 

 
Texas District Staff Meeting and Couple of the  

Year Selection will  NOT be held in Kerrville this

coming January.   We have enjoyed a long stay 

in Kerrville over the years but it was deemed 

necessary to relocate to a more central location 

within the State. January 9, 2010, the Mid-

Winter will be located in Killeen, Tx at the Civic 

Center.  With this nearly geographical central 

location,  it will also give you a great preview of 

next years Rally site.  The facility is only five 

years old and simply beautiful, modern and up to 

date.   

 

Room Blocks are secured for both the Mid-

Winter and the District Rally.  With the Shilo 

being the host hotel, and right next door, we are 

fortunate enough to get the same room rates for 

both events.  The Shilo's rooms are all suites and 

normally go for around $160 per night.  OUR 

rate is $85 per night.  You can make reservations 

on line at www.shiloinns.com or call 254-247-

3133 (direct line to hotel). 

 

This is not the only hotel that will have special 

rates for GWRRA.  We are currently in the 

process of securing bids and will list several 

more hotels available for these two events. They 

will be posted in the District Newsletter as soon 

as they are available.   

 

 Keep an eye on the District Newsletters at 

www.gwrra-tx.org for the latest updates.  

 

Thanks, 

Ken & Barbie Peterson  
Texas District Directors 
817-293-4667 
kenandbarbie@att.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alyce Dietly riding the buffalo at WingDing 

Gwen & Tom Hart at closing ceremoney 

 
 

Tom , Gwen, Norma, & Barent  
 
 

http://www.shiloinns.com/
http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
mailto:kenandbarbie@att.net


 5 

 
 

 
Getting to see old friends and making new 
ones is always a highlight of any rallly for us.  
We always try to attend as many seminars 
and training sessions as time will allow.  At 
Wing Dings, especially, there is always so 
much going on that we canôt seem to 
squeeze everything into the time we have.   
We believe that ñyou get out of it what you 
put into itòéand this year, it seems like we 
put a lot more into it!    Dave was one of the 
judges for the bike show, which took up 
several hours.  But he did get a lot of 
satisfaction and pleasure out of it.  Jean 
worked four hours Friday morning at the 
Information Booth.    In the course of that 
morning, she got to meet members from 
several different countries as well as help 
others with the answers to their questions; 
but first, she had to figure out the answers!  
And of course, we enjoyed working with our 
own Chapter O2 in the Goodie Booth for 
several hours.   

Dave & Jean 
 
 

Lucy said she liked shopping at all the 
vendors and all the walking gave her a 
chance to get her exercise.  Arnold enjoyed 
the ride up to Tulsa and getting together with 
all the folks from our Chapter. 
 

Arnold & Lucy 
 

We really enjoyed going to the Aquarium in 
Tulsa.  Also, riding through Riverside Park.  
We also found a great restaurant.  We liked 
the food at Louieôs Restaurant so much that 
we even went back a second time! 
 

Larry & Ruth 
 

The most important part as far as I am 
concerned is how quickly everyone came to 
our rescue when the battery and the 
alternator quit on the Goldwing.  We were 
there by Arby's when it died and pushed it 
into the Arbyôs lot, we went inside and were 
trying to find a place open to come get it 
when Gwen called.  As soon as Barent told 
her what was going on, she got off the 
phone, she and Tom called Dave who 
offered his trailer, Tom went after the trailer, 
between Gwen, Tom, Barent and me we got 
it onto the trailer, got it parked,  and Tom 
and Gwen took us back to the motel.  
The next day with Tom's help Barent got the 
new battery in.   
  

All seemed to be well until we went to the 
park for the fireworks and the Wing  died 
again.  Again Tom came to the rescue, 
jumped the wing which started, Barent got 
on took off to the Honda shop where he 
talked the guy into taking  him to Toby and 
Bob's motor home,  Now, Bob, Jean and 
Dave were at the fireworks as were Ken and 
Bernice.  Bob had his car so very nicely took 
me back to his motor home to get Barent 
and took us both back to the motel.   What 
wonderful friends!!  The next day we called a 
cab to go to the Honda Shop where we 
found they did not have the alternator we 
needed so Barent and the Honda guy and I 
rode in the Shop pickup back to the Rally 
Site where Barent bought the alternator, we 
took it back to the shop, it was fixed in no 
time at all and we were on or way!!  And  on 
a Sunday to boot!!  The people at the shop 
were so kind and didn't seem to mind at all 
that they had to work on Sunday morning.  
One of the guys  even sang to us!  Dave 
rode with us the night before  to keep Bob 
company on the way back to their camp 
site.  So, many, many, many thanks to 
everyone who helped us on our way.  As a 
result we didn't get to see much of Tulsa  
except the wonderful downtown area and 
the beautiful homes and the inside of the 
Honda Shop.  Nevertheless, we had a 
wonderful time being with everyone 

Barent and Norma 
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The following was submitted by Norma 
Oliver: 
 
The Tuesday following WingDing, we hauled 
off for Houston to attend the wedding of 
Barent's grandson, Jason on Wednesday 
the 8th of July.  Spent the night on the 9th 
with my son David, daughter Dana drove 
over from Clear Lake to have a wonderful 
dinner prepared by daughter-in-law Jeanne!! 
  

Went back to Terry's and Marilyn's on 
Friday, had a great after wedding visit with 
them (Barent's son and daughter-in-law), got 
home Saturday, slept  late this morning, 
washed all our clothes.  Will go to Temple 
tomorrow where B has 3 appointments at 
the VA.  And on Wednesday the 15th my 
granddaughter Heather from California will 
arrive.  Lots to do, fun to have, places to go 
and hopefully I can think of enough stuff to 
keep a 17 year old entertained.  I may get 
her a job at the Red Wagon which she 
would love!!. 
  

And in case I haven't said thank you enough 
to everyone who came to visit me (or tried 
to) , called, sent cards and lots of thoughts 
and prayers my way while I was in the 
hospital in April, THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU, THANK  YOU!!! 
  

                                             Norma 
 
************************************************** 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But, we wonôt be dancing all night!  
According to an article in the July 14th issue 
of The Abilene Reporter News, an obscure 
city ordinance outlaws publicly dancing in 
Iowaôs biggest city after 2 a.m. 
 
Few people were aware of the ban until a 
social club sought to have an ñafter hours 
danceò at their downtown building and were 
told No!  Officials in the city of 200,000 have 
tried for years to liven up DesMoinesô sleepy 
image agree the ordinance should be 
repealed and are submitting a proposal to 
the City Council to do so. 
 
But whether they get the ordinance repealed 
or not, it should not bother  most of the 
attendees at Wing Ding next year.  After all, 
how many of us can stay awake late enough 
to go dancing after 2 a.m.? 

Memos from Members 
(we welcome articles from our members 
to share their activities with us)   
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Happy  
        August 
                Birthday 

 
                21st   Gerry Brandon 
                     

 
 

              
     

                        

Do you see your membershipéé. 
number in this newsletter?  If so, call (325-
382-4469) or e-mail (jensim@web-
access.net) and identify yourself   and 
attend the next regularly scheduled Chapter 
gathering (usually the second Saturday of 
the monthéunless  notified otherwise) to 
pick up your $5 winnings.  Hey, itôs not like 
winning the lottery, but you can always put it 
in your gas tank (not the money, but the gas 
you can buy with it!) 
 
 

Is your information up to dateéé 
at the home office in Phoenix?  There was a 
time when your Membership Enhancement 
Coordinator could send member information 
changes to the District Director, who could 
then get the changes made in Phoenix.  
However this is no longer the case!  If you 
have changed your address, your phone 
number (either cell or land line), or your e-
mail address, only YOU can initiate the 
change at the home office.  Either call them 
at 1-800-843-9460 or contact them at: 
customerservice@gwrra.org. 
 

SUPPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

THEY SUPPORT US BY HELPING TO PAY FOR PUBLISHING THIS NEWSLETTER  

PLEASE LET THEM KNOW YOU APPRECIATE THEIR SUPPOR T  

WHEN YOU SHOP WITH THEM  
Maxôs Cycles, Abilene 

R.P.M, Abilene 

Weeks Hunter Insurance Agency, Abilene 

Kenôs Motorcycle Shop,  Eastland 

 

mailto:jensim@web-access.net
mailto:jensim@web-access.net
mailto:customerservice@gwrra.org
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News From Our Chapter Directors 
Bob and Toby Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
 

          BOBôS  BLOG  for  August 

 
 

 
 
 
 

We went to Tulsa in our motorhome with our dogs as constant companions. On the way 
(overnight) we stopped at Eisenhower State Park in Denison, TX. This turned out to be a very 
nice RV Park and was very restful. The next day we arrived at the Tulsa Expo RV Park which 
was convenient to all Wing Ding activities. 
 
The nice part about RV travel, and spending a little extra time at each destination, was the time 
available to see added attractions. The first night was a Tulsa-hosted BBQ dinner and a great 
live presentation of ñOklahomaò. This was really well done, and the price was right! 
Saturday was spent at the Oklahoma Aquarium in Jenks, OK. Since it rained most of the day, 
this turned out to be the ideal way to spend the day. Very nice attraction. 
 
After Wing Ding, we went to Claremore, OK, Will Rogers hometown, to see the J.M. Davis gun 
museum/collections. 50,000 items of guns, posters, blades, steins, etc., etc. What a wonderful 
exhibit and it was FREE.  After a brief tour of downtown Tulsa, we just had to have lunch. We 
found an old haunt of mine, Ikeôs Chili House, which was celebrating its 101st year of operation. 
And it tasted just like it used to when I was a kid! Good job. 
 
When we left Tulsa, we stopped again at Eisenhower State Park for the night. We barbequed, 
quenched our thirst, then went home the next day. And here we are. 
 
Another successful trip with Chapter O2 friends. Hope yôall had as good a time. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


